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September 7, 2017 

Dear Vermont High School Principal: 

I am writing to let you know about two college fairs that my office will be hosting in 

October, and to ask for your help spreading the word to Vermont high school students and their 

families about these opportunities.    

As you know, Vermont ranks near the top among the states in terms of high school 

graduation rates.  Fully 88% of our kids leave high school with a diploma. This is quite an 

achievement, and I sincerely thank you and your dedicated teaching and support staff for 

everything you do to provide our kids with a first rate education. 

The bad news is that Vermont has one of the country’s lowest college enrollment rates. 

While 75 percent of our high school students say they want to pursue postsecondary education, 

just 53-59 percent (depending on the survey) actually enroll. Not surprisingly, this ‘college 

aspiration gap’ is widest for students whose parents did not go to college, students from low-

income families, and students with disabilities.  

Like any complex issue, there is no simple solution to Vermont’s low college enrollment 

rate.  But at a time when a college education is more important than ever, we must do everything 

possible to make sure every student who has the desire and the ability can further their education 

and career prospects. Fifty years ago, a high school diploma was enough for many people to get 

a decent middle class job. That is no longer the case. While not all middle-class jobs in today's 

economy require post-high school education, an increasing number do. 

That is why I am hosting two college fairs, in partnership with the Vermont State 

Colleges and the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation. This is an opportunity for students 

and their families to learn about college opportunities right here in Vermont, as well as the 

financial aid options that may be available. We will even have access to computer labs to learn 

more about the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  I would appreciate if you 

could share this opportunity with teachers, students and their families: 

 

 

What: Vermont College Fairs sponsored by Senator Bernie Sanders 

When & Where:  Saturday, October 7, Lyndon State College (doors open at 10am) 

 Saturday, October 14, Castleton University (doors open at 10am) 

RSVP: https://www.sanders.senate.gov/events  

  

I hope to see you at one of the fairs.  In the meantime, thank you again for everything you 

do to educate and challenge Vermont’s youth.  If you have questions about the events, please 

contact Katarina Lisaius at 802-862-0697 or Katarina_lisaius@sanders.senate.gov.  

Sincerely, 
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